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frankly and in the temple of truth, the future of politics as he foresees it. Does he, for instance, believe that the extreme and moderate elements in. the Socialist Party can continue to co-operate ?          ^-^-4-
Perhaps—though I think it unlikely—he holds this view. If not, does he, I wonder, contemplate, as many Liberals undoubtedly do, a new political alignment by which the right of Labour may coalesce                1
with elements of the Liberal Party ? I do not know Mr. Thomas's views upon these matters ; but that                &
he   has views   is  certain,  for his   mind is restless,                 i
speculative in the non-philosophical sense,* and fore-                p
seeing. I make, however, the prediction confidently that whatever party changes may take place Mr. Thomas will never become responsible for proposals which repel on the economic side a very robust common sense; and which his conscience teaches him are fraught with injury to the larger interests of his country.                                                                          \
This   sketch   has   been   mostly   concerned   with          _   -^1
public activity; but it would be incomplete without a few words in relation to Mr. Thomas's individual characteristics. He is affable and not bashful. He is a warm friend and a clean opponent. He is an         " • ,.
adventurer precisely in the sense in which I am myself willing to be called an adventurer. And the                <«
great Disraeli did not disdain the name. Life is, in fact, an adventure, and he who (starting from nothing) fights hard, while conceiving ambitiously, must be an adventurer. Mr. Thomas knows several Dukes by their Christian names. He has established . an affinity (literary or what-not) with Mr. Edward Marsh. He has a mastery of the more robust         ^ .
vernacular beloved by our forefathers beside which
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